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report, of the- University Librarian 




The University Library is a service institution havin'" as its func¬ 
tions the collecting and organising of printed snaterialo for the nee of 
the university conr.unity, and the aaihLeting of library users to find In¬ 
formation needed in their study end research. In the first of these 
functions, collecting, the library in able to report an increase in book 
acquisitions of 11.'- ever the previous year, or, if to this is added docu¬ 
ments, an increase in acquisitions of 33g over 1^57-53. The library re¬ 
ceived and ii’occssed 30,133 books, parpJilets, and documents. 


As a description of the contribution of the library to 


teaching 


and research pro,ram of the university, statistics have their limitations 
and can be used to measure only the more tangible contributions • How¬ 
ever, the figures riven below have clgfiif w C t-ui -.0 K2 particularly vken com¬ 
pared with those of earlier years. In the three libraries of the univer¬ 
sity library cystesa—Rutherford, Education, and Calpary—the atterdence 
(student hours spent in the library) vas 610,372, an increase of 133, 
while the circulation of books vas £32,133 volumes, or an increase of 10''. 
The circulation fipure by no means represents tlie total use of books since 
it does not include the thousands of books rend or consulted in reading 
room3 and •W Oi '.Cf'fc C ——* 0>-3r «.i * Vhcreas for several years attendance and use /grew 
at a fairly constant rate, for the past two years these figures have bounded 
upward. This has been more noticeable in some areas of the library than in 
others. 


The library staff directly participated in the interpretative func¬ 
tion of the university by instructing students in effective .methods of 
using library facilities end materials, end by answering thousands of re¬ 
ference questions. At the beginning of the regular session the library. 
again gave Instruction in library use to freshmen. This instruction vas 
expanded in subject reading roomsj indeed in one reading room seventy hours 
of instruction were riven by the librarian, with the aim of making every 
student conversant with the standard indexes and abstracts in his field 
of study. On an experimental basis library instruction vas offered for the 
first time to students enrolled in the evening credit program. 


The rapid expansion of the university has brought requests for 
extension of certain library cervices end demands for larger ouaatit 
library materials. In a single year requests from teaching staff fo 
tcrials on inter-library Icon more than doubled, reflecting the incrc 
research on the casquvi. A larger enrolment makes necessary the ;:urc 
of numbers of duplicate copies of books for reading lists in junior 
The acquisition policy in the vast van geared to an undent.?.’.-;I vale ur- 
so that the sudden or-.or .pence of graduate programs in sever 1 disci 1 
ha 3 Poind the library venting* Consequently, in the isimediute f 
retry acquisitions rust bo accelerated to keep pace with developments 
rapidly changing cue pus. 
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In response tc requests for longer hours, three arena of the Ruther¬ 
ford library—the Tain Circulation Area, the Kedical and the £\; lied icicnce 
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Reading Rooms--were open on Saturday mornings throughout the summer. Com¬ 
mencing in December, for the duration of the winter session, these same 
areas of the Library were open for four hours on Sunday afternoons to staff 
and graduate students. 

Staff 


During the year there was one addition to and one resignation from 
the professional staff. In June Mr. Wilfrid Rudy joined the staff as a 
cataloguer, while in August Miss Loretta Millar left the circulation 
staff to take a library position with the local branch of Imperial Oil 
Ltd. For much of the year the library operated with two less professional 
staff than it had had for several years. With the increase in the service 
load the responsibilities of professional staff were extremely heavy. 

Among the non-professional staff there were the usual changes. 

Four staff members, namely the Chief Librarian and Misses Carrier, 
Fenton, and Russell, attended the Canadian Library Association Conference 
in Quebec City in June. 

Miss Norma Freifield is president of the Edmonton Branch of the 
Canadian Federation of University Women. 

Mr. Donald Baird's bibliography of 20th century criticism of the 
English novel was published in March. 

The Chief Librarian acted as one of the judges on the Governor- 
General's Awards Board. 

Library Committee and Sub-Committee 


The Library Committee met in October and discussed at some length 
several matters of library policy. The Library Sub-Committee met eight 
times during the year to advise the Librarian on operational problems. 

The personnel of the latter committee changed; Professors Thornton and 
Govier completed their term of office and were replaced by Professors 
Brodie and Parr. Late in the year Dr. Johns, who had for many years been 
a valuable member, and for the past year chairman, of the Sub-Committee, 
resigned after his appointment as chief administrative officer of the uni¬ 
versity. 

Order Department 


The Order Department, which is responsible for the purchase and pre¬ 
liminary processing of all materials coming into the library system, or¬ 
dered 11,821 volumes, an increase in ordering of 2,233 volumes over 1957- 
58. Miss Lilian Leversedge reports that the total number of volumes re¬ 
ceived, including gifts, was 12,249 which represents an increase of 11$ 
over the previous year. Perhaps a better indication of the acceleration 
in acquisitions is to compare it with the figure of two years ago when 
the department processed about 8,000 new volumes. 

The work load in this department was very heavy, and when by late 
summer it was apparent that the flood of book requisitions could be ex- 
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rested to continue throu: 
staff. I'ultiple order f< 
typing routines and thus 
overxhelned. 


"hout the year, a fourth ; 

mtuj, first introduced in 

probably saved the staff 


■ember van added to the 
April, dtuinsted some 
from being completely 


Subscriptions were placed for 1571 periodicals, loQ of then for the 
first time. One new periodic service cost £450, while another vac priced 
at (150. The department searched and obtained 630 issues of Iff periodical 
titles, thus raking it possible to bind broken volumes. In its effort to 

it 


round out runs of periodicals the library ordered 402 bad 
titles. 


ox 
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The total expenditure for books and periodicals was slightly under 
$33,000, an increase of It;- over the expenditure fox’ 1:■57-55. the reserve 
fund, from which many expensive special purchases of library aaterialo vero 
made over the years, vao finally depleted. 


Cat" lo ■’ui.ng I)e -artr,cnt 


The department reared its routines to handle the great increase in 
cccuisi lions to be catalogued, and in addition cleaned uo so: c small col¬ 
lodions of arrearage such ua the Kutherford Caaadiaaa Collection, hr. 
Donald Baird re oris the accoa;licbncnts of Mo dogartecut statistically 
as 14,933 volumes catalogued, 13,lob books accessioned, 15,*-00 books let¬ 
tered, and 5 3 , 3 ,"4 cords typed. The total of volumes catalo rued represents 
a staggering increase in outTAit—tok more than tho previous year. During 
the cummer months tho department participated in the reclassification, pro¬ 
ject currently in process in Calgary. 

The staff of three classifiers end three clericals was augmented 
during tho year by the appointment of an additional clerical. The deport¬ 
ment van short one classifier during the first two and a half months of 
the year. 


The installation o? a continuous fluorescent light fixture above the 
master catalogue has eliminated eye strain for library staff and clientele 
when consul ting the card trays. Hie temporary removal ot' tii>.^ X jit V'.-l 

the top of the catalogue during the installation brought about a cltr..our 
for his reinstatement ftem a group of students colling themselves the 
".keekers of Light, the tons of Guatama". 


Eef< ircrtee Department 


In the fulfilment of its primary function of giving library users 
guidance in tho use of those keys to information—indexes, abstracts, bib- 
liO"V.c"hieo, and reference volumes such as encyclopedia—.' 'iss horolhy 
Enrilion sad her staff arc able to report that students are v.isg t:. ;e 
pt&des in larger number© titan ever before, indeed, lurin ' library 3: urs 
the index tables are in constant use. The reference service of the art 
meat included finding answer© to 5?' 1 queries put by pro?e: ore, students 
3. off-campua persona. About a qs urter of these questions rc for ob- 
e extra Information, entailing considerable resccr ch 1,‘j^ u.m jl . .... « 
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A3 stated earlier' in this report. 


requests from teaching staff 


inter-library loans rare than doubled during 
the 790 items borrowed or photostats secured, 
to other libraries. 


the year. In addition 
thlo library loaned IV 


for 

to 

'3 1 torts 


The circulation of books 
rartnent, but during the year 
reference for use within the ; 


is only on incidental function of this dc- 
12,446 volumes were circulated, books of 
•oom, books from the special collections in 


the room circulated for home use. 


Kith the expansion of the university 1 o 
esting to record that 73 theses vere placed 
Vtudoats and faculty consuite 


TOO 


In 


quests vcrc received from ether institutions 


graduate program it is inter- 
in otar depository collection, 
the collection, while 4l re- 
to borrow theses written at 


this university. 


nation 


, r that the library is a partial depository for printed United 
documents, the staff 


of incoming documents. The publications received from United nations and 
the Canadian and Alberta governments numbered 17,203 items. 


The library's map collection, which has 
six years, nov contains 14,720 sheet maps. ' 
added, The processing of the raps continues 
half of them catalogued. Each year more use 


been built up over the last 
Clio year 1,2>3 sheets vere 
vith all rap-o classified and 
is made of the collection. 


The Periodical Reading room houses 351 journals and 17 newgpnperc 
Attendance remained constant, but circulation for home use dropped. 


This year the library had 3*199 volumes bound as compared vith 2,519 
volumes in 1957-53, As the library receives larger numbers of periodicals 
and foreign books, the problem of delays in the binding of materials be¬ 
comes more acute. The solution would scca to be for the library to operate 
its own bindery. 


General Circulation Der-arteent 


Miss Noma Frcifield reports a busy year for her department, which is 
in charge of the main delivery desk and stacks, browsing area, and the Re¬ 
serve Reading Room. Hie circulation of books from the main desk vaj up 
20% over last year, while in the Reserve Reading Room it vas up 5, . The 
total number of books circulated from the two areas vas 99*479. There vas 


an increase in attendance in all areas, particularly in tine stacks where 


attendance vas one-third creator. 


The circulation during Rummer Session, 1953, van very heavy, stu¬ 


dents enrolled in the Evening Division rro.gram borrowed 


the Reserve Room during 


cession, a larger number than heretofore 


j,:<2 noons iron 

In 


connection vith tho livening Division program the department also ... r.t out 
collections of books to those rural joints where com* 00 were off-. red. 

The nu. her of extramuirl students using the libi'cry’s ..'.reel service drop¬ 
ped during the year; the department mailed out 493 volutes. 
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Lev Library 

This reading room, which serves the Faculty of Lav, receives steady 
use by the students enrolled in the faculty, vho spend a groat deal of 
their tine in the reading room. Attendance tills year vas 35,5-32, on in¬ 
crease of 2p. Circulation vac H,T;X:, representing an incrc so of 
Since much of the collection c. msists of law reports vhich are not al¬ 
lowed to circulate out of the races, this Increase in circulation is 
surprisin'!* I*hr. Denys Roden, the Lav Librarian, explains that a large 
number of texts and monogram hs vere added to the collection during the 
year, and that these have proved popular reading vith students. 

A total of ol4 boohs, reports, statutes, and reference books vere 
added to the collection. 


Applied Science Reading Room 


In the Applied Science Reading Room attendance reached the new peak 
of 85,202, which represents a 2$fi increase over the previous year. The 
circulation remained about the came as last year, but aa oil material is 
accessible to students for use in the room, the circulation figure is by 
no means an indication of the use of the collection. 


Late in the year nine sections cf double-faced vooden shelving vere 
erected in the area to alleviate the shelving problem. 

Mrs. Bsna MacDonald continues to offer instruction to students en¬ 
rolled in the faculties which use this reading rocn. The purpose of the 
instruction is to nuke students conversant vith the literature of their 
disciplines. This bibliographic instruction has been much appreciated by 
teaching faculties and students. 


K odlcal Reading Room 

I'iss Phyllis Russell continued in charge of this reading room, as 
Mias Giffen had obtained an extension of her leave cf absence. The Medi¬ 
cal Reading Room is open the thirteen-hour day for a month and a half 
longer at the beginning and end of the regular cession than are other 
reading rooms in order to coincide vith the longer term of the medical 
and dental faculties. 


Instruction in the use of the reading room and its resources vac 
given to classes of students at the beginning of the term. 

The attendance in the Medical Reading Room for the year vac 4?,f43, 
representing an increase of li;= over that for 1957-53. Circulation, was 
also up vith If,5^3 books borrowed for hens use end an additional 4, op 5 
books borrowed from the stuck area for use vithin the rcaul " room. The 
S.’cdlcal Librarian reports a change in the tyre os’ material l. .•proved by 
mcdicrJl students. It would seem that the students are encouraged to rake 
case reports be xd on searches through indexes and periodicr.dc. Co::.: e- 
cpucntly the circulation of bound and unbound journals has increased by 
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The nodical ctaff and nodical practitioners borrowed 6,233 items, 
or these 115 volumes vers sent to doctors residing outside of Ikteeuton. 


Education Library 

Hie Education Library is one of the busiest units of the library sys¬ 
tem. i'-ios Eoira fhglioh reports that the year’s total circulation of edu¬ 
cation books van u3,3ci volumes, an Increase in circulation of 1 . At¬ 

tendance reached 75*- ; 17 vhich van an increase of 23p. The service load 
is subject to fluctuation front day to dry and veek to week durlog the term. 
Vith large education classes a single reading assignment can bring many 
students to the library in search of material. 

Summer Session is the moot hectic porio Ck On the year, vhc-n otu&ento 
make intensive use of the library for about four veeks. Last Sit seer Ces¬ 
sion 15*327 books vers circulated. 

The library has been attractively redecorated. 


Calvar y 

The Calgary Branch of the library is operated by a staff of three. 

The crowded condition in the library vas alleviated late in the term. when 
tho Institute of Technology and Art moved its collection from the east 
end of the room, caking an additional 420 severe feet of space available. 
In October six three-foot sections of double-faced steel stacks wore set 
up in the library. In addition, some wooden shelving vao added. Ey using 
ovary inch of available shelving it is expected the library can accommo¬ 
date acquisitions until the move to new quarters a year hence. 

Tho library added 1,232 volumes to its collection during the year. 
The total number of volumes is now nearly 22,000. The library subscribed 
to 35 new periodicals during the year, bringing the total number of 
periodical subscriptions up to 154. 

The attendance was 66,245, an increase of 19p over the previous year. 
The circulation remained static at 27,000 volumes. 

In preparation for the move to a new campus in ly6o the Calgary Lib¬ 
rary began reclassifying the collection in the summer of 153. Tho de¬ 
cision to convert the classification to the Library of Cc a reas scheme 
\.U3 token in anticipation of the day when the library will contain a much 
greater store of books serving an expanded teaching program. 

During the viator the Librarian, hiss Dorothy Eyder, drew up plans 
for the now library to be housed in the Adisiniutraticn and Education 
Building on the new campus. 



Ki acclleeecnio Activities 


One cultural activity in the library of a non-rcadin??; nature 
vorthy of note, and that is the rerruler rsucic vrorpnxzs held during 
noon hour in the I'usic Listening Room# This year, under the enthu 
supervision of Mrs. Marjorie Corah, daily attendance averaged over 
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Staff Publications 


Baird, Donald. The English novel, 1573-1956; a checklist of tven- 
tieth-century criticises. Denver, A. Swallow (1953) pp. xli, 169. 

(in collaboration with Inglis F. Bell) 
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Gifts Received by Library 

The Library received the following gifts: 

From the Canadian foundation for poliomyelitis and rehabilitation, Alberta 
Branch, CA-79 for the purchase of books. 

From the Alberta college of physicians and surgeons, $300 for books for 
the Medical Library. 

From the Alberta tuberculosis association, $396 for books. 

From Mrs. Irene Gonsett, $500 for the purchase of books for the R. R. 
Gonsett Memorial Ukrainian Collection. 

From the Edmonton bird club, $Sl for the purchase of tvo ornithological 
books. 

From the Embassy of the West German Republic, a collection of German 
books. 

From the Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic, a collection 
of books. 

From the Canadian Polish Congress^Cultural Committee^of Edmonton, l64 
books relating to Polish culture. 

From Mr. W. C. Matheson, l40 books for the Calgary Branch. 

From Doctor Victor Graham, £5 books for the Calgary Branch. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


Preliminary figures - 


Attendance & Circulation 

P0IAL3 (including Calgary) 
Attendance 
Circulation 

lllef erence Dep a rtment 
Attendance 
Circulation 
Reference Questions 
Inter Library Leans 

|Pe riodic:'.! R. E, 

Attendance 

Circulation 

| Ci rculation Department 
'.Attendance 

(Browsing) 

(Stacks) 

Circulation 

I Rese rve R . JR. 

Attendance 
Circulation 

Me dical R. R. 

Attendance 
Circulation 

Ap plied Science R. R. 
Attendance 

Circulation 

Lav R. R . 

Attendance 

Circulation 

Education I.ibrary 
Attendance 

Circulation 

Calgary Library 
Attene vance 
Circulation 


1953-59 

1957-53 

Percentage 
increase or 

619,872 

576,663 

decrease. 

13 $ 

n O'' 

cLOdjJLOO 

256,059 

10 i 

170,973 

168,164 

2 i 

12,445 

11,627 

7 % 

5,991 

5,721 

5 * 

966 

526 


10,475 

10,339 

1 $ 

19,536 

21,271 

- 18 *6 

25,775 

23,906 

8 $ 

32,143 

23,719 

36 8; 

51,565 

42,858 

20 io 

93,412 

92,799 

6 

47,645 

43,615 

9 $ 

49,243 

41,776 

18 $ 

19,563 

17,333 

9 * 

85,202 

68,109 

25 i> 

18,171 

-13,752 

- 3 # 

35,532 

32,803 

9 $ 

11,292 

7,529 

50 * 

75,317 

59,066 

23 £ 

63,8oi 

59,509 

16 # 

66,245 

55,510 

19 £ 

27,136 

27,473 

- 1 * 





















